COUNTY
SUPERVISORS
ASSOCIATION

OF ARIZONA

Resolution Number 5-25

A Resolution of the County Supervisors Association of Arizona Urging the Governor, the
Legislature, and the Department of Insurance and Financial Institutions to Pursue Legislation
that would Expand Access to, and Affordability of, Homeowners’ Insurance in Wildfire-Prone
Areas

WHEREAS, Arizona has seen significant population growth since the year 2000, with the state’s population
increasing by 106% - from 3,679,056 in 1990 to 7,582,384 in 2024' - in the last three-and-a-half decades, and

WHEREAS, in its most-recent Arizona Drought Preparedness Annual Report, the Arizona Department of Water
Resources market 2024 as “the 31° year of Arizona’s long-term drought, in which 21 of the last 31 water years
have been below the long-term average statewide participation,” and

WHEREAS, reporting indicates that “longer and hotter summers have extended the duration of fire seasons
and increased risk across the entire state,” and

WHEREAS, in 2024 - the last full year of activity available - the Department of Forestry and Fire Management
(DFFM) reported 2,162 fires that have burned 282,507 acres,* and

WHEREAS, this represented a 50% increase over 2023 numbers, where the DFFM reported 1,831 fires across
188,000 acres, and

WHEREAS, in 2025, a single fire - the Dragon Bravo fire - burned 145,504 acres,’ and

WHEREAS, since 1990, Arizona has seen the amount of land where housing and vegetation “intermix”
(defined as “where housing and vegetation intermingle”) and “interface” (defined as where housing exists “in
the vicinity of contiguous wildland vegetation”) increase by 51%, from 5,865 square kilometers in 1990 to
8,860 square kilometers in 2020,° and

WHEREAS, relatedly, Arizona has seen the amount of housing units in areas where housing and vegetation
“intermix” and “interface,” also known as the wildland urban interface (WUI), increase by 123%, from 653,144
units in 1990 to 1,461,103 units in 2020,° and

1 U.S. Census Bureau’s Resident Population in Arizona via the Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis. Retrieved from:
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/AZPOP, October 9, 2025.

2 Arizona Drought Preparedness Annual Report (for Water Year 2024: October 1, 2023 — September 30, 2024). Arizona
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coverage.” KJZZ. https://www.kjzz.org/politics/2025-02-05/as-wildfire-risk-rises-across-arizona-insurance-companies-are-
raising-rates-dropping-coverage

4 Wildland Fire Report 2024. Arizona Department of Forestry and Fire Management. Retrieved from:
https://dffm.az.gov/sites/default/files/media/2024%20Annual%20Report_FINAL.pdf

5> Dragon Bravo Fire. Inciweb. Retrieved from https://inciweb.wildfire.gov/incident-information/azgcp-dragon-bravo-fire,
October 13, 2025.

& Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) Change 1990-2020. University of Wisconsin’s Silvis Lab. Retrieved from:
https://silvis.forest.wisc.edu/data/wui-change/
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WHEREAS, all counties have seen an increase in housing units in WUI areas since 1990,° with increases
ranging from 13% in Apache County to 223% in Pinal County, and,

WHEREAS, research published by the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences notes that “Wul
growth often results in more wildfire ignitions, putting more lives and houses at risk,” " and

WHEREAS, from 2019 to 2024, one study reports that American homeowners saw their rates rise by an
average of 40.4%,% and

WHEREAS, Arizona homeowners greatly exceeded the national average, with an average change of 70.1%
over the same time period,? and

WHEREAS, the nation’s cumulative rate of inflation over the same time period - from January, 2019 to
December, 2024 - was 25%,° and

WHEREAS, homeowner’s insurance now costs an average of $2,801 annually across the nation,® and

WHEREAS, local news agencies have reported homeowners being subjected to significantly higher
increases, or losing their insurance entirely,* and

WHEREAS, wildfires and the risk thereof, continue to affect the ability of homeowners in several Arizona
counties, to purchase and obtain homeowners insurance; and

WHEREAS, the homeowners living in these fire-affected areas have raised serious concerns about the lack of
insurance availability, increases in insurance premiums impacting affordability, and limited coverage, and

WHEREAS, responding to these concerns, County Supervisors have collaborated with constituents to find
strategies to mitigate fire risks to private properties, but lacking any local authority to support insurance
affordability, constituent assistance requires state and federal leadership to identify and develop policy
solutions to promote insurance affordability and homeowner protections, and

WHEREAS, this crisis of homeowner’s insurance availability is one of general alarm to the state and
demands the immediate attention of the State of Arizona.

7 Radeloff, V.C., et. Al. (2018, March 17). Rapid growth of the US wildland-urban interface raises wildfire risk. Proceedings
of the National Academy of Sciences. Retrieved from:
https://www.fs.usda.gov/nrs/pubs/jrnl/2018/nrs_2018_radeloff _001.pdf

8 State of Home Insurance: 2025. (Davis, M., & Shepard, D.). (2025, June 9). Lending Tree.
https://www.lendingtree.com/insurance/state-of-home-insurance/#national

9 CPI Inflation Calculator via U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. Retrieved from:

https://www.bls.gov/data/inflation calculator.htm, October 13, 2025.
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the County Supervisors of Arizona:

e Respectfully urges the Governor, the Legislature, and the Arizona Department of Insurance and
Financial Institutions to adopt legislation that would expand access to and affordability of
homeowners’ insurance in wildfire-prone areas that my include, but not be limited to, provisions
such as: incentives for Firewise building codes, policy cancellation restrictions and/or notice
expansions, increased state funding for mitigation efforts, ensuring accuracy in underwriting, and
other statutory provisions as they may so desire.

APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 30" day of October, 2025.

Lynne Pancrazi
President, County Supervisors Association of Arizona
Yuma County Supervisor

ATTEST:

L ALY .

CraigA. Sullivan, Executive Director
County Supervisors Association of Arizona
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